






KEC requests co-op photos for headquarters
Nearly 40 images have already been 

submitted for KEC’s call for photos. 
KEC is putting the � nishing touches 

on its headquarters e�  ciency improve-
ment project and wants to showcase the 
talents of its members by using original 
photography throughout the updated 
building.

More than mere pictures hung on a 
wall, these photographs will play a key 
role in showcasing each of KEC’s mem-
ber-cooperatives and telling the story of 
the co-op history and mission. 

Photos could 
feature a variety of 
themes including 
cooperatives and 
their members, the 
history of the rural 
electric network, 
landscapes 
and geo-
graphic 
features from 
within co-op 
service terri-
tories during 
di� erent 
seasons of 
the year, 
new and 
innovative 
technologies, 

pictures of equipment and plant, mutual 
aid and restoration e� orts, and employ-
ees at work.

Co-ops are asked to search their 
photo archives or to shoot original 
photography in large-format, high-res-
olution quality. Each submission should 
include a title, the name of the pho-
tographer (if known), the co-op repre-
sented, who is pictured in the photo (if 
known or if applicable), and the loca-
tion that the photo was taken. 

For ques-
tions about 
submit-
ting photos 
through the 
on-line sub-
mission form 
on KEC’s 
website or for 
additional 
informa-
tion, contact 

Shana Read at 
sread@kec.org or 
call 785-478-4554. 

insympathy
Larry Meadows

Larry Meadows, FreeState board 
member, died on July 21. He joined the 
Leavenworth-Je� erson Electric Coop-
erative board of trustees in 2006 and 
continued to serve when LJEC merged 
with Kaw Valley to become FreeState 
Electric Cooperative.

Funeral services were held July 26, 
2018, at Tonganoxie High School Per-
forming Arts Center, Tonganoxie. Burial 
was at Maple Grove Cemetery. 

Memorials are suggested to VFW 
Post 9271 or to the USD 464 Track and 
Field program, both in care of Quisen-
berry Funeral Home, 604 E 4th St., Ton-
ganoxie, KS 66086.

KEC hosts Dale Carnegie High 
Impact Presentations course

KEC hosted its inaugural workshop 
in the newly renovated training room 
at its headquarters. More than a dozen 
professionals, including four electric 
co-op employees, participated in the 
two-day Dale Carnegie course High 
Impact Presentations on Aug. 28 and 29.   

High Impact Presentations was facili-
tated by Donna Forgy and Amy Gross. 
� e training, which is o� en referred to 
as a public speaking mastery course, 
focused on structuring e� ective presen-
tations that build credibility, enhance a 
client relationship, and clearly convey 
concepts. Attendees will explore the 
optimum use of voice and gesture to 
create a lasting impression as well as a 
variety of presentation styles. 

Donna Forgy, a Certi� ed Dale Carnegie Trainer, 
records the participants’ speeches during the 
High Impact Presentations course. Each par-
ticipant was able to view the presentation in a 
one-on-one setting and learn to improve their 
delivery, gestures, and use of voice during the 
workshop held at KEC’s headquarters. 

Nearly 40 images have 
already been submit-
ted including the “Race 
to the Finish Line” by 
Wheatland (top) and 
“Ice Storm” by Victory. 

Mel Thompson, Kansas Agricultural Assistant for Sen. Pat Roberts, congratulated Kansas Country 
Living sta�  on the article about HorseThief Reservoir in the September issue. Thompson stated 
that Sen. Roberts was instrumental in obtaining the permits for the project, and they were 
pleased to read about the recreational value it o� ers western Kansas members. He requested 
extra copies of the magazine for the Senator and his sta� .
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movie “Field of Dreams” when he talks about 
the evolution of the new reservoir he manages in 
southwest Kansas. He admits, though, they had 
to go one step further than building the lake to get 
folks to come.

“We added water and they came,” Hobbs said. 
“And that’s no joke. Our campsites have been 
full every summer weekend since the lake �lled 
completely.”

About 100,000 visited Horse�ief Reservoir for 
day use or overnights last year, the �rst complete 
year with a full lake. Hobbs said they’re on pace 
to top that in 2018. �e 450-acre lake surrounded 
by 1,600 wildlife acres is about 22 miles north of 
Dodge City and 40 miles east of Garden City. �e 
nearest town is Jetmore, about 10 miles away.

Horse�ief, a Victory Electric Cooperative 
member, pulls visitors from all of those commu-
nities and throughout western Kansas—a region 
thirsty for recreational water.

“What’s really unique about us here in the south-
west region is that we are a recreational lake, so you 
can boat recreationally, you can water ski and jet ski 
in addition to swimming and �shing,” Hobbs said.

�e reservoir also sees travelers from the pan-
handles of Texas and Oklahoma as well as eastern 
Colorado. Hobbs said it’s more a�ordable for Colo-
radoans to head east to Horse�ief than venture to 
the lakes in Colorado that are o�en crowded with 
�shing, limit recreational use and full of cold water.

�e Hart family from Syracuse, Kansas, near 
the Kansas-Colorado border, was one of the earliest 
users of Horse�ief and soon preferred it over their 
usual lake destination, John Martin Reservoir State 
Park in southeastern Colorado.

“Horse�ief has a real family atmosphere with 
genuinely friendly people running it,” said Shayla 
Hart, whose husband and their �ve children travel 
by RV to enjoy boating, jet skiing and �shing.

Funded by sales tax collected in Ford, Finney, 
Gray and Hodgeman counties, work on the res-
ervoir began in 2008 and the dam was completed 
in 2009. It �lled halfway that fall and in 2010 
Horse�ief opened for day-use �shing. In 2012, 
they opened camping and in 2016 the lake �lled 
completely.

�e Harts, Wheatland Electric 
members, began driving the 100 
miles from their home as soon as 
camping opened. �ey felt like they 
had their own private lake for several 
years. �ere were no people, but also 
no grass, no trees and an occasional 
sandbar in the reservoir.

Today bu�alo grass has �lled in 
and trees are visibly growing, not fast 
enough for some (“More shade is the 
top request we get,” Hobbs said.) but 
they’ve planted several thousand cotton-
wood and oak trees over the past eight 
years. Once the spring-fed lake �lled 
in 2016, it has stayed �lled thanks to 
Buckner Creek, which has �owed even 
during recent drought years.

And there are people now; you’ll 
�nd plenty of camping spots on week-
days but you have to plan ahead if you 
want to camp on the weekend during the summer 
or around holidays. (Tip: Camping reservations for 
2019 will open on Sept. 3.)

Once the water was there, Hart said, word 
spread quickly. Her family isn’t able to get in as 
o�en as when it felt like their own private lake. 
�ey visit four times a year with a group of up to 
six other families from the Syracuse area. �ey also 
come on their own several times a year, including 
around the Independence Day holiday when Hart 
said Horse�ief puts on one of the best �reworks 
displays in the state.

“It’s become our go-to lake,” she said. “We love 
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Sen. Roberts sta�  applauds Kansas Country Living article
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