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insympathy
Darlene Kopsa

Darlene Kopsa, wife of former 
KEPCo Trustee Melroy Kopsa, died on 
Feb. 7. 

Funeral services were held on Feb. 
14 at the Presbyterian Church in Cuba, 
KS. 

Memorials may be sent in care of 
Tibbetts-Fischer Funeral Home, 1104 
20th St., Belleville, KS 66935.

Barbara Riggs
Barbara Riggs, wife of Sumner- 

Cowley Trustee Charles Riggs, died on 
March 2.  

Funeral services were held on 
March 6 at the Conway Springs United 
Methodist Church.

Memorials to the Harry Hynes 
Memorial Hospice or CS City Library 
may be sent in care of Ebersole Mortu-
ary, PO Box 156, Conway Springs, KS 
67031. 

During the NRECA Annual 
Meeting last month, the Cooperative 
Youth Leadership Camp was given a 
national Community Service Award for 
youth programs. �e camp is a week-
long program held each July to teach 
the cooperative business model.

“�is enriching program will 
prepare these kids not only for running 
a co-op someday but for leading any 
enterprise,” said NRECA CEO Jo Ann 
Emerson.

Based in Colorado, this leadership 
camp is open to students from co-ops 
in Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma and 
Wyoming. Participants can run for a 

seat on the board and serve on commit-
tees. �e students spend the week over-
seeing the basic operations of the camp.

�e camp builds leadership skills, 
while providing a deep dive into the 
seven cooperative principles. Par-
ticipants also learn about the political 
process and how they can play a pivotal 
role. �is program provides a set of life 
skills and a lifetime of memories.

Established in the 1970s, currently 
20 Kansas cooperatives send students to 
this leadership camp. �is year’s camp is 
July 11-17. Visit KEC’s website or http://
bit.ly/CYLCVideo to view KEC’s new 
camp video.

Co-op Youth Leadership Camp wins Community Service Award

Nearly 100 youth from Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma and Wyoming attended the 2014 Cooperative 
Youth Leadership Camp near Steamboat Springs, CO. This camp recently won the NRECA Commu-
nity Service Award for youth programs.

Kansas Electric Cooperatives sta� pro-
moted electric cooperative careers at university 
career fairs. 

On Feb. 11, Larry Freeze, Editor, and Maken-
zie Crow, Communications Intern, hosted a 
booth at the Kansas University Career Fair. 

Numerous college students stopped by 
the KEC booth to learn about internship and 
career opportunities in the electric co-op �eld. 

On March 5, Carrie Kimberlin, Communica-
tions Specialist, participated in a spring career 
fair event hosted by Kansas State University. At 
this event, students signed up for times with a 
variety of companies to conduct mock inter-

views, review their portfolios, and learn more 
about the companies at the event.

KEC sta� promote electric co-op careers at university events

Larry Freeze, Editor, visits with a KU student 
about the electric cooperatives.

PumpSmart program featured 
at NET Conference

Midwest Energy was asked to 
showcase its PumpSmart program at the 
Touchstone Energy NET Conference in 
Tucson, AZ, Jan. 26-29, 2015. 

Michael Billinger, Midwest Ener-
gy’s Manager of Rates and Demand 
Response, served as a panelist of the 
“Pump It Up! Trends and Technolo-
gies for Big Pump Loads” session. Issues 
covered included motor e�ciency, the 
relationship between large oil and gas 
members and their utility, and irrigation 
load control. 

“Being a panelist gave me the 
opportunity to provide attending 
cooperative representatives with infor-
mation regarding Midwest Energy’s 
irrigation load control program called 
Pump$mart, as well as learn about other 
co-op programs and gain information 
regarding current topics within the 
industry,” stated Billinger. 

Created in 2010, Pump$mart par-
ticipants curtail load during the summer 
months and, in exchange, receive a 
credit based on the amount of load that 
they shed. Currently, the Pump$mart 
program has 571 accounts enrolled with 
approximately 25.3 MW of subscribed 
load. 
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